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Karen Koehler, aka the Velvet Hammer, is the Senior Managing Partner at Stritmatter Kessler 
Koehler Moore, a plaintiff trial law firm that exclusively handles catastrophic personal injury, 
wrongful death, and civil rights cases. She is best known for achieving the landmark $123M 
verdict against Ride the Ducks —the largest nonpunitive plaintiff personal injury trial verdict in 
state history.  Recently she achieved a $44.7 Million jury verdict in a motorcycle v. car crash in 
2022 – the largest collectible motorcycle crash verdict in the country. 
  
She is the past president of the Washington State Association of Justice, past WSAJ Trial Lawyer 
of the Year and, the recipient of the National Melvin Belli Award in 2019.  
  
Her blog and podcast, The Velvet Hammer, are well populated by a diverse array of stories and 
tips for lawyers. These can be accessed at www.karenkoehler.com. The podcast is on the 
various streaming platforms. Karen’s DVDs on Preparing for Deposition and Preparing for the 
Defense Medical Exam are distributed nationally by Trial Guides. 
  
She has lived in Seattle since the age of 4, has 3 children, 2 grandchildren and, a spaniel named 
Nala. 
 

https://www.stritmatter.com/
http://www.karenkoehler.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karen-koehler-thevelvethammer/
http://www.karenkoehler.com/

